<DATE>
Mr. Larry Gibbons
Director, NMB Mediation Services
  

1301 K Street, NW, Suite 250E
  

Washington, DC 20005-7011
Dear Mr. Larry Gibbons:


This letter is to express my concerns with regard to the current round of National Negotiations.  
· Our two unions are entitled to our day in court and until a decision is rendered regarding the legality of the Carriers’ demands, no action should be taken to release the UTU and BLET from Mediation.  

· The safety issues that will impact the public and rail industry as a result of reducing crew size need to be thoroughly investigated and researched.
· Futhermore, it is imperative that we research the effect reduced crew size will have on our nation’s rail system during these times of heightened security and terrorist attacks.
· The reduction of crew size and the economic effect of the Carriers’ demands on the Railroad Retirement System need to be calculated and to date this has not been completed.
These issues are of great importance and I intend to pursue this matter by every means possible.  






Sincerely,

