Protect your JOB, SAFETY and RETIREMENT

Railroads claim that experimental positive train control (PTC) and other unproven technology will permit crew-size reduction now and permanently eliminate thousands of jobs. In fact, the railroads’ attempt to reduce crew size has nothing to do with new technology and everything to do with increasing corporate profits and executive bonuses.
It is clear that the major railroads in national negotiations are pursuing a strategy to use past differences between the BLET and the UTU as a wedge to reduce crew size, thereby putting the lives of all rail workers and the public in danger and also seriously threatening the financial security of the Railroad Retirement system.

When it comes to protecting our members’ job security, safety and Railroad Retirement, BLET and UTU must stand together against the hostile attacks of the carriers’.

YOUR URGENT HELP REQUESTED
Every BLET and UTU member, active and retired, and members of their family are requested to contact the National Mediation Board by fax, phone and e-mail and make the following case to not release the parties from mediation:
· OUR TWO UNIONS ARE ENTITLED TO OUR DAY IN COURT AND YOU SHOULD NOT CONSIDER A RELEASE FROM MEDIATION UNTIL THE JUDICIAL PROCESS IS COMPLETED.

· NO ONE HAS CALCULATED THE SIGNIFICANT EFFECT OF REDUCED CREW 

      SIZE ON RAIL AND PUBLIC SAFETY.
· NO ONE HAS CALCULATED THE SIGNIFICANT EFFECT OF REDUCED CREW SIZE ON THE SECURITY OF THE NATION’S RAIL SYSTEM.
· NO ONE HAS CALCULATED THE SIGNIFICANT EFFECT OF REDUCED CREW SIZE ON OUR RAILROAD RETIREMENT SYSTEM.

· ADVISE THAT YOU WILL BE CONTACTING THE WHITE HOUSE AND CONGRESS.

CONTACT INFORMATION
National Mediation Board main number (202) 692-5000
National Mediation Board fax number (202) 692- 5082
Read Van de Water, NMB Chairperson


Direct Ph No. (202) 692-5021


2nd Ph No.      (202) 692-5020

E-Mail  Vandewater@nmb.gov
Edward Fitzmaurice, NMB Member


Direct Ph No. (202) 692-5018


2nd Ph No.      (202) 692-5016


E-Mail  Fitzmaurice@nmb.gov
Harry Hoglander, NMB Member


Direct Ph No.  (202) 692-5024


2nd Ph No.       (202) 692-5022

E-Mail  Hoglander@nmb.gov 

Larry Gibbons, Director, NMB Mediation Services

Direct Ph No.  (202) 692-5060


E-Mail  Gibbons@nmb.gov
PLEASE CALL, FAX AND E-MAIL EACH PERSON ABOVE EVERY DAY UNTIL WE RECEIVE A POSITIVE RESPONSE THAT OUR MESSAGE HAS BEEN RECEIVED AND ACCEPTED
Carrier fax machines should not be used.

