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	“No” on 1-330

· Allows hospitals, doctors, HMO’s to force you to sign away your right to your day in court as a condition of receiving medical treatment (Section 8(1)(2))

· Eliminates the right of injured people to recover full non-economic damages – contrary to Supreme Court case law; affects the worst injured (Section 2(1)(2)(3)(5))

· No exceptions to the $350,000 cap on non-economic damages, no matter how serious the injuries (Section 2(1)(3))

· Allows insurance companies to pay damages over 20-30 year period, and they keep your money if you die before they have fully paid – not your family (Section 10(2)(4))

· Taxpayers will ultimately pay to take care of severely injured people – not the wrongdoers

· One-sided attorney fee cap does not apply to insurance company lawyers (Section 4(1)(2))

· Does not mandate cuts in insurance rates

· Does not even mention cuts in insurance rates

· Cap on non-economic damages discriminates against parents not working outside the home (Section 1(2))

· Leaves innocent victims/families to pay for the wrongdoing of defendants – even if injured person did nothing wrong and other wrongdoers can pay 

· Eliminates protections for the elderly by eliminating protections against elder abuse (Section 14)

· Opposed by most consumer, veterans and legal groups

· Opposed by Washington State Bar Association 

· Does nothing to stop frivolous lawsuits; shuts the courthouse door to the most seriously injured

· Does nothing to increase safety for patients 

· Limits the time in which a plaintiff, even a minor, can file suit to 3 years  (Section 6(2))


	“Yes” on I-336
· Increases citizen members on the Washington State Medical Quality Assurance Board (Section 107)

· Requires at least 2 citizen members on MQA Board from patient or consumer advocacy groups; increases patient safety and disciplinary process (Section 107(2)(b) and Section 201)

· Holds bad doctors accountable for preventable injuries to patients; allows public to know (Section 205-207)

· Requires that doctors who have 3 verdicts against them in 10 years to be reviewed for competency (Sec. 203(1)(3))

· Requires doctors who injure 3 or more patients to be investigated for fitness to practice  (Section 203) 

· Requires public hearings if insurance companies want to raise rate more than 15% in one year (Section 102(3))

· Creates supplemental insurance fund to make sure doctors can get affordable insurance (Sections 105-114)

· Links doctors’ insurance rates to their malpractice history; good doctors should not pay for bad ones! (Section 121)

· Requires mandatory reporting of all settled claims over $100,000 to allow the public to discern good doctors from bad

· Insurance Commissioner’s office will track all malpractice claims (Sections 120, 122, 126, 127, 129)

· Requires attorneys who file malpractice claims to submit certificate of merit (Section 302(1))

· Sanctions attorneys who file frivolous lawsuits (Sec. 302(1))

· SENSIBLE medical, insurance and legal reform that does not make innocent victims pay for medical errors

· Limits each party to 2 expert witnesses in negligence actions, thus decreasing costs (Section:  301) 
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